
Board o f  Adjustment ,  March 5 ,  1980 H e a r t h s t o n e  Community Assoc. -  Request f o r
Rehearing

Present: Gregg Bohosiewicz, G a i l  P r o c t o r,  Gary  Frye and Tom M i t c h e l l  o f  t h e  Board
of Adjustment ;  R i c h a r d  Greeley and Char les McGett igan, Selectmen; G i l b e r t  Tes ta ,

Ell".6 F i r e  Ch ie f ;  R i c h a r d  Peckham, Ross and Sher ry  Jennings,  E leanor  Bresno; S idney
Barnes, P lann ing  Board; o t h e r s  f r o m  t h e  Assoc ia t i on  and p u b l i c .

The meeting was h e l d  w i t h  regard t o  reques t  by  Hearthstone Community Assoc ia t i on
f o r  a  rehear ing ,  based on  t h e  new evidence submi t ted ,  r e l a t i v e  t o  p o i n t  #2 o f  t h e
o r i g i n a l  s p e c i a l  except ions requested.  ( S e e  l e t t e r  a t t ached . )  T h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e
meeting was t o  dec ide whether reques t  f o r  a  rehear ing  d i d  i n  f a c t  c o n t a i n  new
evidence.

The Board members d iscussed t h e  i tems ( see  numbers added t o  l e t t e r )  and decided
whether these  c o n s t i t u t e d  new evidence.

1. R e  p r i v a t e  c o n t r a c t o r  t o  p low.  A f t e r  some d iscuss ion  decided i n  t he  nega t i ve
w i t h  a  vo te  o f  3  t o  1 ,  Tom M i t c h e l l  d i s s e n t i n g .

2. R e  adequate space prov ided f o r  snow b u i l d - u p  o f f  t r a v e l e d  su r face ,  dec ided
i n  negat ive  unanimously.

3. R e  W i l t o n  F i r e  Department hav ing  s u f f i c i e n t  hose  t o  reach b u i l d i n g s  w i t h o u t
constant passing o f  f i r e  t r u c k s ,  dec ided i n  negat ive  unanimously.

4. R e  w i d t h  o f  o t h e r  W i l t o n  roads i n  t h e  a rea ;  dec ided i n  negat ive  unanimously.

5. R e  impact  on  l o c a l  eco logy ;  dec ided i n  negat ive  unanimously.

6. R e  agreement t o  h o l d  harmless t h e  Town o f  W i l t o n ,  e t c . ;  dec ided i n  negat ive
unanimously.

The meeting was opened t o  d i scuss ion  by  p u b l i c  and o f f i c i a l s .  Q u e s t i o n  was r a i s e d
whether any o f  W i l t o n ' s  town roads p r e s e n t l y  have over  20 f e e t  o f  t r a v e l e d  su r face
width.  M r .  Gree ley  s a i d  t h a t  new developments i n  town do have 24 f o o t  paved w i d t h
plus shou lders .

With regard t o  e c o l o g i c a l  cons ide ra t ions ,  wh ich  t h e  Board had found vague, Ross
Jennings s a i d  t h a t  i t  i s  r e a l l y  d i f f i c u l t  n o t  t o  be vague when one speaks i n  frames
of re fe rence  n o t  u s u a l l y  taken  i n t o  account ;  t h a t  Hear thstone 's  r e a l  concern i s
w i th  t h e  sense o f  p r o p o r t i o n - -such a  wide road seems an  abominat ion r e l a t i v e  t o
the k i n d  o f  development t h e y  have i n  mind. W i t h  re fe rence  t o  j eopa rd i z i ng  human
l i f e  and l i m b  ( q u e s t i o n  r a i s e d  b y  t h e  Board) ,  t h e y  would l i k e  t o  t a k e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
f o r  t h e i r  own l i v e s .  M r .  Bohosiewicz f e l t  t h a t  as  a  Board o f  Adjustment member he
would s t i l l  f e e l  respons ib le  should  a  death occur  due t o  t o o  narrow a  road ,  m o r a l l y
i f  n o t .  l e g a l l y.

Ross Jennings suggested t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  l a y -bars ,  w i d e r  p laces i n  t h e  road t o
a l low t h e  passing o f  l a r g e  veh i c l es .  T h e s e  a r e  used i n  England. T h i s  was d iscussed.
G i l b e r t  Tes ta  f e l t  t h a t  w i t h  a  vo lun tee r  f i r e  depar tment  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  people  d r i v i n g
the t r u c k s  i t  would be  d i f f i c u l t  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  a  t r u c k  would p u l l  ove r  a t  a  p a r -
t i c u l a r  p lace .  M r .  Peckham asked whether i t  would n o t  be poss ib l e  t o  dev ise  p lans
i n  advance f o r  f i r e f i g h t i n g  i n  t h e  a rea .  M r .  Te s t a  s a i d  t h e  Department does t h i s
f r equen t l y,  b u t  advanced p lans  r a r e l y  work o u t  i n  a c t u a l  s i t u a t i o n s .

ft..*°1 A f t e r  some d iscuss ion  t h e  Board decided t h a t  p r o v i s i o n  o f  l a y  bars  was n o t  new
evidence.
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Mr. M i t c h e l l  asked whether Hearthstone migh t  suggest o t h e r  compromise w id ths .

Mr. Peckham s a i d  t h a t  normal c a r  t r a f f i c  r e q u i r e s  o n l y  6  f e e t ,  t h a t  Hearthstone
f e l t  t h a t  18 f e e t  was a l r eady  a  compromise.

Mr. Peckham asked how wide t h e  town planned t o  make Fos te r  Road, f r o m  which t h e
Hearthstone p r i v a t e  road w i l l  l e a d ,  and which t h e  town i s  now i n  t h e  process o f
improving.

Mr. Mcget t igan  sa id  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  o f  way i s  o n l y  33 f e e t  t h e r e ;  t h a t  because o f
embankments o n  e i t h e r  s i d e ,  i t  would n o t  be  poss ib l e  probab ly  t o  make i t  more
than 20 o r  22 f e e t  wide w i t hou t  v e r y  g r e a t  expense which t h e  s t a t e  would n o t
consider a  w ise  expendi ture  o f  S t a t e  Road A i d .

Question was r a i s e d  whether i t  made sense t o  have a  wide road l ead ing  f rom a
narrower one.

Since t h e r e  m m e d  t o  be no  a d d i t i o n a l  p o i n t s  r a i s e d  as new evidence,  M r.
Bohosiewicznhe Board t o  vo te  whether t h e y  were i n  f a v o r  o f  g r a n t i n g  a  new
hearing. G a r y  Frye ,  G a i l  P roc to r  and Gregg Bohosiewicz vo ted  no ;  Tom M i t c h e l l
voted yes .

Mr. Bohosiewicz t o l d  t h e  Hearthstone Community people t h a t  t h e i r  n e x t  s tep  i f
they wished t o  c a r r y  t h e  mat te r  f u r t h e r  would be t o  t a k e  i t  t o  c o u r t .

The at tached l e t t e r  i s  a  p a r t  o f  these  minutes.


